
Gateway to vocabulary: 

some thoughts about 

vocabulary teaching 
Dave Spencer 

 

 



 

Why is vocabulary so important? 

 



Why is vocabulary important? 

David Wilkins: 

 

‘We can communicate little without 

grammar.  

We can communicate nothing without 

vocabulary.’ 
from ‘Linguistics in Language Teaching’ 

Edward Arnold (1972) 



Vocabulary teaching and learning 

 

Some thoughts… 



1) We should differentiate between teaching 

vocabulary for active or passive use 



 



 







Spelling forwards, backwards and in the air! 



Gateway B1+ Unit 2 
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2) If you want students to remember 

vocabulary, you have to recycle again and 

again (and again, if possible) 



 







D-I-Y Word searches and Crosswords 



 



ACROSS                                                                         DOWN 

 



3) Word formation and ‘systems’ of 

vocabulary are incredibly useful 
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Why is word formation useful for 

students? 
1) It aids comprehension. 

 

2) It expands a student’s active vocabulary 

very quickly. 

 

3) It helps students to do certain exam 

tasks. 



 



Vocabulary Tennis 

Teacher: Words with the prefix mis- 

Team A: misunderstand 

Team B: mishear 

Team A: misconception 

Team B: mispronounce 

Team A: ??? Miss America??? 

 

Teacher: Team B winning 0-15. The suffix -

ship 
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4) Giving a list of vocabulary is not the same 

as teaching vocabulary 



Phrasal verbs 
come about 

come across 

come along 

come apart 

come around 

come at 

come away 

come by 

come down 

come forward 

come from 

come in 

come in for 

come into 

come off 

come on 

come out 

come round 

come to 

come under 

come up 

 

 

 

 

 



 



5) You don’t learn vocabulary by magic! 



Class vocabulary cards 

What are they? 

 

• Sheets of A4 paper cut into eight 

 

• The teacher writes all new 

words/phrases/expressions/collocations 

taught in class that he/she wants the 

students to remember actively 



• The words are kept together by the 

teacher and are taken to each class 

 

• The stack of words is ‘non-transferable’, 

i.e. it is to be used by just one group of                                                                                                                       

students one particular year 
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words exactly you have taught to a particular 
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Class vocabulary cards 
Why? 

1 They help you, the teacher, know what 

words exactly you have taught to a particular 

class. 

2 They ‘encourage’ students to keep their 

own record of new vocabulary.  

3 They are visible and tangible signs of 

learning and progress. 

4 They are an immediate source of relevant 

words for vocabulary recycling activities. 



6) Vocabulary teaching and learning can be 

fun! 

 



Swat the word!  
[Thanks to Alina Popov!] 



The A to Z of… 



The A to Z of… 

SPORT 



The A to Z of… 

SPORT 

A  athletics 

B  basketball 

C  cricket 

D  … 



Warmer: Alphabet Cards 

   

1) Class spelling 



 



 



 



Warmer: Alphabet Cards 

   

1) Class spelling 

2) Category scramble 
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Recycling the six main points 

1) Differentiate between active and passive 

vocabulary 

2) If you want students to remember 

vocabulary, recycle again and again 

3) Word formation and ‘systems’ of 

vocabulary are incredibly useful 

4) Giving a list of vocabulary is not the same 

as teaching vocabulary 

5) You don’t learn vocabulary by magic 

6) Vocabulary teaching can be fun 

 



Lost in translation! 



 



 



 



 

www.facebook.com/macmillangateway 

 
 

 

 

http://www.gateway-online.net/


 



 



 



 



 



 



 


